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Course purpose

The course will provide an understanding of African Union’s plan in the promotion of peace,
security and stability in the African continent. It will examine APSA structures, objectives,
principles both at the continental and regional level. The course will explore APSA’s relevance,
achievements, challenges, and future/ prospects in the continued efforts to promote peace,
security and stability in Africa. The course will offer a critique of APSA’s approach in
addressing peace and security challenges, and offer recommendations /way forward for future
interventions in matters peace and security in the African continent.

Course content

Session 1: An overview of the nature of Africa’s security challenges: Historical trace from pre-
colonial to post Cold War period;

Session 2:  Understanding the African Union, the African Peace and Security Architecture
(APSA) structures, objectives and principles: Peace and Security Council, Panel of
the Wise, Continental Early Warning, the Peace Fund, African Standby Force and
the African Union Commission;

Session 3: African Peace and Security Architecture -corresponding structures at the Regional
level (REC level);

Session 4: Defence and security concerns: Gender peace and security, Security sector reform,


about:blank

Counter terrorism, Disarmament, Demobilization and Re-integration, and Climate
Change, post-conflict reconstruction and development; watch a documentary on
APSA.

Session 5: Assignment (20% of CAT mark)
Session 6: The role of the African Union and RECS in promoting peace and security in Africa;
Session 7: Group work-Selected topics for discussion; (20% of CAT mark)

Session 8: Existing partnerships and linkages: Africa Union relations with RECS /REMS, the
European Union, United Nations and civil society;

Session 9: Critique the APSA approach (evaluate /analyze);

Session 10: Future prospects and way forward for the African Peace and Security Architecture in
addressing security challenges in Africa.

Session 11: Course review and preparation for final exam.
Session 12: Final Exam-essay writing (60% of overall mark)

Course delivery plan

The course will be taught mainly through online lectures and class discussions on zoom, and
student research.

Instructional materials/Equipment

Journal articles, official documents, notes on power point, relevant films/videos.
Assessment of the Course

Continuous Assessment Test  40%

Final exam 60%
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